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THE SCHOOL ==- THE BASIS FOR A DEMOCRATIC COMMUNITY 


Today most people agree that individuals are influenced, one 
way or another, by the kind of life lived during childhood. They 
agree that the experiences of childhood influence the directions 


in which the individual grows. 


Psychologists, who become more thoroughly interested in this 
fact, go much further. ‘They have traced the development of mn- 
dred of thousands of individuals and found adult habits, attitudes 
and personality generally, directly related to specific circum- 
stances and happenings during childhood. Experiences thet because 
of their relationships to other experiences and thet make sharp, 
pleasant or unpleasant impressions, are frequently found to be 
responsible for specific values, attitudes, habits, and interests 


found quite late in life. 


In more mature years we become aware of the significance of 
more and more of what we see, hear, or read about. When we are 
grown we don't stop learning, usually, but what we find most easy 
to accept are usually things that are quite in agreement with 
habits, attitudes and interests acquired much earlier 1n 1'fe. T 
1s more difficult, generally, for a grown person to change & habit 


or attitude than for a youth to acquire a habit or attitude. 


In Bloomfield, and in other communities over the country, 
more and more attention is being riven to the broader problems of 
life. All over the country, groups ere becoming more interested 


in the economic, political and social developments in every corner 


of the world. More than ever before, we sce our own interests 
more closely related to and more clearly in terms of the interests 
of the various peoples of the earth, Our ability to live as an 
isolated community anymore is decreasing almost daily. Tere is 
a growing interdependence between the peoples of the world. 
Communication end transportation have brought people into closer 
relationships. No longer can we sit back and ignore what is hap- 


pening in Germany, China, India, Java, Africa, or in Bkomfield. 


We know thet today the United States 1s in an unprecedented 
position of leadership. World War II thrust new leadership upon 


us, 


and whether we like 1t or not, with this leadership has come 
responsibility, and new recognition of how our own welfare 1s tied 
up directly with that of peoples speaking other languages, of 
different cultural backgrounds, bele!ving in different economic, 
political and social systems. Yet, we must find a way, carefu}ly, 
to find peaceful relrtionship and interrelati onships with all tle 


people of the world, 


Cur present foreing policy seems unquestionably to pro- 
mote the development of systems similar to our own. Immediately 
after the recent Wer our funds going abroad in many instences 
were used for just such pormotion. The attempt to influence other 
people favorsbly expressed itself even through the medium of re- 
lief supplies to the needy in other countries. I was told by a 
worker in Checkoslavakia that, frequently, articles, even medicine, 


carried the label, "donated by the United States of America". 


The financial power and industrial production of the United 


States is unsurpassed. There is little doubt of this. Yet, the 


people of the world, and many of us right here et home, ask with 
increasing seriousness, "at what price?" Is such power and pro- 
duction worth the price of exclusion of almost entire races, creeds 
and colors from most of the important areas of the economis, 
political end social structures that mede that power and production 
possible? Certainly, the exclusion of people simply because of 
their race, creed, color or nationel origin, is no reccomendation 
of our "democratic way of life" to the peoples of the world; nor 
does it make for good, healthy habits and interests in our own 


children or adults. 


Until we eliminate exclusions, we are failing to protect or 
way of life here. We are showing that we sre incapable of leadaship, 


of democratic living and growing right here et home. 


It is important for every community to reflect the democracy 
we all want so very much. Tonight we are concerned with one of the 
three most important institutions of any community — the school. 
The schoolis one of the most strategic mirrors of the amount of 
democracy there is in sny community. The school.-where the learning 
refined from the knowledge of the ages is taught; knowledge that 1s 
the result of the work and thought of men of all races, colors and 
ereeds. The school is the open door through which this vast amount 
of learning flows. Our free public schools for all the people ,1s 
a deeply ingrained institution in our country. Our founding fathers 
saw the need for equal opportunity for all the people, and our later 
forebears saw this in terms of education. Today, no one questions 
public school education as being a definite responsibility of a 


community, 


Are these democratic ideals? Is this the way children should 
grow up? Everyone here will say, "No," of course; and add, perhaps 
that, "We have excellent schools srounf here." But, as me think 
of the seriousness of many problems that we are all working on today, 
that school officials, teachers and parents alike, are working on, 
can we truly say that our schools are excollent/. And, are we ready 
to see that the right ideals, values and goals are presented to our 
children? Are we ready to see that our children - the future of 
Bloomfield, of America - have the sort of school that demonstrates 
democracy? This is what we want to discuss tonight, in order to 
insure good citizen relationships, in our lifetime,for the future 


of our children, the future of Bloomfield, the future of the nation] 
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